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The definitive story of the international modeling businessâ€”and its evil twin, legalized flesh

peddlingâ€”Model is a tale of beautiful women empowered and subjugated; of vast sums of money;

of sex and drugs, obsession and tragic death; and of the most unholy combination in commerce:

stunning young women and rich, lascivious men.Investigative journalist Michael Gross takes us into

the private studios and hidden villas where models play and are preyed upon, and tears down

modelingâ€™s carefully constructed faÃ§ade of glamour to reveal the untold truths of an ugly trade.
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I very much enjoy following fashion and modeling, and I have to give credit to author Michael Gross

for touching on virtually every aspect of the modeling biz from 1915 - 1995. However, what started

out as an interesting historical perspective turned quickly into essentially a blow-by-blow account of

influence peddling and [sort of] slave trading over many decades. "Ugly business" is right.For me,

the major problem with "Model" is that it reads like a massive chronology of "who's screwing whom"

(literally and figuratively), and practically everyone gets an entry: agents, bookers, photographers,

backers, models and the playboys who pursue them. In the author's own words (p. 494): "The

model business remains, as it has always been, a seething morass of beauty and money, grace and

envy, sensuality and lust, yearning and backstabbing, glamour, greed, and glory beyond

measure.The progression of the business story is well thought out. The title of each main chapter

relates to a time frame associated with the prevailing modeling fees. In between the main chapters

are dialogues/interviews with key models of each period (Veruschka, Lauren Hutton, Janice



Dickinson, and Veronica Webb, to name a few). I would have preferred more focus on the models

as the primary subject matter, but the business is huge, with many players influencing everything

from an agency's viability to which models get work (or don't). For me, there were too many

never-heard-of-before names in the cast of characters. One look at the index proves that Mr. Gross

has undertaken an exhaustive accounting of modeling business: 14-pages of tiny type, consisting of

virtually every name associated with the modeling business one can think of.
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